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Welcomel!

Welcome to this edition of the “Inter-
net Courier.” The Internet editions of The
Courier will bring you new articles,
updated information, and reminders of
upcoming deadlines. Your favorite
columns, such as the Eagle Scouts,
training awards, and camp charts will
continue to be carried only in the printed
version of The Blackhawk Courier.

If you wish to get this edition on your
e-mail, sign up through the council Web
site.
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Join Scouting Night

Fall Membership Recruiting
August 30, 2007

I am excited about our 2007 Fall Membership Recruiting Campaign. We have held
meetings since April with Cubmasters, den leaders, committee chairmen, Webelos den leaders,
pack committee members, district leaders, and council leaders to develop our fall recruiting
plan. The most important ingredient brought up at these meetings for our success is you and
your unit’s participation.

New membership is the life blood of your pack! With it your pack will continue to grow,
building family understanding and developing boys of good character. Without it your pack will
wither away and die.

Our goal is to be first in the schools by holding our Join Scouting Night on August 30.
It will take all of us working together to deliver the flyers, classroom boy talks, open houses,
First Day Flyers, and publicity. The pay-off is new Scouts get started in the program earlier, new
members can participate in the Fall Popcorn Sale, kickoff our Fall Recruiting on one night, and,
most important, will recruit thousands of youth and adults to our Scouting family.

A Join Scouting Kit has been designed to support your pack’s Join Scouting Night. It
contains your job descriptions, rally check list, Join Scouting Night Agenda, and much more.
It is a tool for your success.

Contact your district membership chairman or professional for the time, date, and place
of your district’s Join Scouting Night training.

To aid in planning your Join Scouting Night, your district will be holding training
meetings to help your pack prepare. Please choose these people to attend this meeting — the
person responsible for your Join Scouting Night and your Tiger Cub den leader.

These people need no prior training although it doesn’t hurt — just send two enthusiastic
people!

One last thing!

In coordination with the August 30 Join Scouting Night we are direct mailing a special
flyer to all registered Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts. This special flyer will encourage them to
recruit their friends to Scouting by the August 30 Join Scouting Night.

The new Scout and the recruiter will receive a Blackhawk Area Council Frisbee. Frisbees
will be distributed to unit leaders on August 30 at the Join Scouting Night turn-in location.

We ask unit leaders to promote the Join Scouting Night with their Scouts. We will be
mailing to more than 9,000 youth members. To reach our goal we need to recruit 2,500 new Cub
Scouts and Boy Scouts this fall. The math is simple, if every Scout recruited a friend we will
achieve full strength on August 30. How wonderful would that be?

We don’t have much time, but we have plenty of time if we work over the next 30 days
leaving no stone unturned. There are thousands of young boys who need our help in bringing
the Scouting program to life.

Working together we can accomplish anything!

There are dreamers and there are achievers. The difference between the two is action.

Scouters are the “action” type. Thank you for all you do to make Scouting an important
part in the lives of over 15,000 youth in our council.

Bob Menard
Council Vice-President of Membership



Mother Nature Did it Again!

Monday night, August 6, a heavy downpour resultedhie
flooding of the council service center, just likest Labor Day. The
council service center in Rockford as well as tireinding neighbor-
hoods flooded again after major storms on the nafhiMonday,
August 6. Water levels exceed that of last yeaalsor Day flood.
Phones are attended, but the Scout Shop was diosto: week.

Keith Creek, right behind our office, overflowedadrour entire
neighborhood making life very hard for our neighbdihirteen homes
(so far) have been condemned by the city.

The extensive damage to our building is being regai
Cardboard boxes full of supplies and equipmentstaeked every-
where. But as of August 13 we are functioning again

We owe a great deal of gratitude to our list ofwnéers that
pitched in, got muddy, and made it possible to esothe Scout
Center. Well done folks.

Rescue craft in BSA parking lot

Airboat rescue in BSA parking lot

Keith Creek water at the top of the bank

The water has subsided a little bit

Flooded parking lot



