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Welcome!
Welcome to this edition of the “Inter-

net Courier.” The Internet editions of The
Courier will bring you new articles,
updated information, and reminders of
upcoming deadlines. Your favorite
columns, such as the Eagle Scouts,
training awards, and camp charts will
continue to be carried only in the printed
version of The Blackhawk Courier.

If you wish to get this edition on your
e-mail, sign up through the council Web
site.

Did You Know?

During 2006 ...
33,176,372 hours of service were

completed.
51,728 Eagle Scout Awards earned
Top five merit badges earned

First Aid – 84,792
Swimming – 76,692
Environmental Science – 74,583
Camping – 61,469
Citizenship in the World – 58,097

Program Planning Conference
During the summer, every pack, troop, and crew should hold a Program Planning

Conference where the entire year is planned. Here are some steps to help with this planning
conference:
1. Set goals for the Centennial Quality Unit, increasing membership, increasing adult

participation, and training.
2. Schedule the dates and times of all unit meetings and record them on the wall chart – pack

meetings, troop meetings, crew meetings.
3. Determine any special events the unit wishes to participate in or conduct such as popcorn

sale, U.S. Grant Pilgrimage, Scouting for Food, Scouting Anniversary Week, parades, etc.
Record them on the wall chart.
a. Cub Scouts - Blue and gold banquet, pinewood derby, day camp, Cub Scout Summer

Camp, district Cub Scout events, pack overnight campouts, etc.
b. Boy Scout - Summer camp, troop campouts, high adventure treks, junior leader

training, district or council Boy Scout events, courts of honor, etc.
c. Venturing - Venturing summer camp, crew campouts, high adventure treks, officer

training, etc.
4. Record on wall chart all training dates for your adult and youth leaders. 

a. Cub Scout - Monthly roundtables, basic leader training, pow wow, BALOO, Youth
Protection Training, Webelos Leader Outdoor Training, Wood Badge.

b. Boy Scout - Monthly roundtables, basic leader training, Youth Protection Training,
Wood Badge, Den Chief Training, National Youth Leadership Training.

c. Venturing - Basic leader training, Youth Protection Training, Wood Badge, Powder
Horn, crew officer training.

5. Be sure to include important council and district dates on your wall chart. These would
include your district dinner, Friends of Scouting presentation date, popcorn orientation
date, Scouting for Food, council annual recognition dinner, etc.

6. Determine what your unit’s financial needs are, based on the activities you have decided
to do and the awards you think your members will earn. Schedule your money-earning
project(s) based on your unit’s needs. The popcorn sale is an excellent fund-raiser. Use
the “Ideal Year of Scouting” worksheet in your planning kit to help you determine what
your needs will be.

7. Review monthly program themes. 
a. Packs use the Program Helps and determine if the pack wishes to change any of the

themes.
b. Troops use the Troop Program Features three volume set for monthly program

ideas.
8. Once you have all of the above information on the wall chart, review it carefully and

determine what your unit wants to do. Once you have your calendar finalized, be sure that
someone in the unit takes the information and creates a unit calendar that will be
distributed to all members and parents of the unit.

9. Packs will need to determine what leadership the pack will need so that you can start
recruiting that leadership now and at the fall recruiting night.



Program Planning Begins
Planning for next year’s program is one of the most important

steps a pack, troop, or crew must do. The annual unit program planning
conference should take place during the summer. During this confer-
ence, unit leaders and parents will outline a program plan for the
coming year. The finalized plan is shared with all Scouts and parents
by late August.

The June roundtable was a Program Planning Kickoff and
provided your unit with a 2007-2008 program calendar so that you will
know about upcoming events for both youth and leaders. The program
packets also had planning forms, announcements of upcoming events,
and many other resources needed for your planning conference.

Leaders should remember that their prime objective is to deliver
a high-quality program to each youth member. A well-rounded year-
long program should contain activities that meet the needs and desires
of each youth member, and allows all leaders to use those methods
which will help achieve the aims and purposes of the Scouting
program.

Program planning helps to ensure that there is a program that
will attract and retain youth. Planning provides direction for the
program, a sense of satisfaction for those participating, and a feeling
of accomplishment in seeing youth grow in knowledge, skills, and
expanded interests. Planning also helps make the best use of time and
the resources available.

If your unit needs assistance or has questions concerning the
program planning process, contact your unit commissioner, district
commissioner, or district executive.

Scout Days and Nights
A number of athletic events are hosting a Scout Day or Scout

Night at an upcoming game. For more information or to order tickets,
contact the following. Information/ticket order fliers are available at
roundtables and the council service center.

Rockford Riverhawks
August 4, 7:05 p.m.
Packages are $7, $10, and $12.
Post-game campout on the field available.
Contact Brad Sholes, 815-885-2255

The Top 10 Reasons Why
Scouting Beats TV,

Hands Down!
10 No wires, no remote, no batteries required.
9 Scouting burns more calories.
8 Scouting is socially interactive.
7 Scouting doesn’t have commercials.
6 Scouting builds character
5 You can’t build a campfire in the family room (the fireplace

doesn’t count!)
4 Scouting builds families.
3 Scouting provides positive reinforcement and creates positive

change
2 Scout has no place for violence.

And the number one reason why Scouting beats TV, hands down:
Scouting Is the Ultimate Reality Show!

Mary Anne
Rounds
Receives

Silver Buffalo
On June 1, the Boy Scouts of

America awarded Mary Anne Rounds
the Silver Buffalo Award at Scouting’s
National Annual Meeting in Atlanta.
Named BSA’s highest commendation for service to youth, the Silver
Buffalo has been awarded annually since 1925. Fewer than 650 Silver
Buffalos have been awarded and Mary Anne is the nineteenth woman
to receive this prestigious award.

Mary Anne began her Scouting service as a den leader and
moved to council vice-president for Cub Scouting, area Cub Scouting
chair, and member of the National Cub Scout Committee. She has
taught Cub Scouting conferences at the BSA’s Philmont Training
Center and Florida Sea Base, served on five national Scout jamboree
staffs, and worked at countless Cub Scout day camps and council pow
wows, and has served as a trainer for about 35 years and was a
roundtable commissioner for fifteen years.

A gifted writer, Mary Anne has reviewed and edited nearly every
Cub Scout publication over the last 30 years. She wrote Cub Scout
Roundtable Helps for several years, co-wrote the Cub Scout Leader
Book and Cub Scout Leader How-to Book in the early 1980s, and was
principal author of Cub Scouting—The First 75 Years of Doing Our
Best as well as the first National Camping School syllabus for Cub
Scout day camp.

She is a James E. West fellow and member of the Founder’s
Circle and the 1910 Society, and has received the District Award of
Merit and the God and Service, Silver Beaver, and Silver Antelope
awards. Beyond her service to the Boy Scouts of America, Rounds has
worked with the Girl Scouts of the USA for more than 25 years and is
a recipient of their prestigious Thanks Badge and Thanks Badge II
awards. 

For more than 35 years she served on various United Way
committees and received the United Way’s Volunteers Light the Way
Award. Rounds has also volunteered as a president for both the PTA
and the auxiliary of the Lake Bluff/Chicago Homes for Children. Mary
Anne and her husband, Edward, are the parents of two Eagle Scouts.



Youth Recognized
The 2007 Youth Recognition Dinner was held on March 25 at

the Clock Tower in Rockford. Eagle Scouts and other youth were
recognized for their achievements during the past year. Jim Boeger, a
former Scoutmaster, was the keynote speaker. Jim has received the
God and Service Award, the Silver Beaver, the District Award of
Merit, and the Scouter’s Key. He is a Vigil Honor member of the Order
of the Arrow.

Heroism Awards were presented to Kenneth Niner and Denise
Niner. They were awakened in the early morning by a smoke alarm
from a house across the street. They were able to rescue two brothers
who were trapped and unable to open the door.

The Order of the Arrow Founder’s Award was presented to
Matthew Miller, Troop 61. Matthew is the current Lodge Chief.

The Venturing Silver Award was presented to Patrick J. Eskew,
Crew 735, Belvidere, Illinois.

The 194 Eagle Scouts in the “Class of 2006” were recognized
with certificates and a special token of appreciation.

The Sons of the American Revolution recognized Kyle Reif,
Troop 91 in Lena, Illinois,  with the “Outstanding Eagle Project”
Award. Kyle constructed a suspension bridge at Lake Le-Aqua-Na
State Park across a twenty-two foot creek.

Elks Lodge 765 presented $500 college scholarships to the
following Scouts:
• Matthew D. Biernacki, Troop 32, Loves Park, Illinois
• Daniel R. Dobson, Troop 141, Belvidere, Illinois
• Sean M. Sullivan, Troop 14, Rockford, Illinois

Seven Eagle Scouts received the Wayne and Ruth Diehl
Scholarships to aid in their college education. This scholarship is
endowed by a special bequest from Wayne and Ruth Diehl, long-time
Scouters in Blackhawk Area Council. This year’s recipients were
• Ryne D. Christen, Troop 81, Oregon, Illinois
• Nicholas W. Doering, Troop 92, Rock Falls, Illinois
• Kyle C. Kloepping, Troop 7, Freeport, Illinois
• Brian R. Lane, Troop 455, Johnsburg, Illinois
• John T. Leib, Troop 37, Rockford, Illinois
• Sean E. Leider, Troop 57, Rockford, Illinois
• Kevin R. Seidl, Troop 123, Rockford, Illinois.

Congratulations to all these young people.

Thank You

Thank you to the youth sponsors for this year’s event:
Jacob Blondin James Boeger Thomas Brooks
Edwards Family Joseph Geraghty Tim Gipper
Tyler Gorsegner Curt Gronner John & Barbara Inman
Paul Logli Monsignor McNamee
Adam Pringle Jim Say Seidl Family
Ron Spielman Keith Syfert Troop 4
Troop 23 Troop 369 Charles & Judith Walneck 
Jack & Sharmon Ward   Ray Warren Ray and Nola Wood
Lorrin Woodman Everett & Virginia Worrell

Council Calendar

June

20 Council Advancement Committee
20 Council Commissioners meeting
21 Council Executive Committee
26 Council Camping Committee
24-30 Week 2, Boy Scout Summer Camp
28 Council Executive Board

July

1-7 Week 3, Boy Scout Summer Camp
4 Independence Day, council service center closed
8-14 Week 4, Boy Scout Summer Camp
10 Courier deadline, noon – August-September issue
11 Council Marketing Committee
15-21 Week 5, Boy Scout Summer Camp
24 Council Camping Committee
22-28  Week 6, Boy Scout Summer Camp, Canyon Camp only
27-29  Cub Scout Family Camp, Camp Lowden
27-Aug. 8 World Jamboree
28-30  Webelos Scout Camp, Canyon Camp

August

3-5 Wolf/Bear Camp, Canyon Camp
3-5 Webelos Scout Camp, Camp Lowden
7 Internet Courier copy due, noon
8 Council Marketing Committee
15 Council Advancement Committee
15 Council Commissioner meeting
16 Council Executive Committee
17-19 OA Conclave, Canyon Camp
24-26 Wood Badge part 1, Camp Lowden

New!
Cubcasts

Cubcast is an audio podcast featuring a variety of how-to and
information topics for Cub Scout leaders and parents. You can reach
the Cubcasts by logging on to the national Web site –
www.scouting.org.

Each month a new topic will be featured, as well as activities for
the current month’s theme. Three subjects have been presented to date
and all of them are available for you to listen to. Check the national
Web site each month. The three current subjects are as follows:

• Cubs and Bugs Galore – features camping talk, National
Summertime Pack Award (April 2007 theme)

• Wheel Into Summer – features the annual program planning
conference. (May 2007 theme)

• Rocket’s Red Glare – features the Youth Protection (June 2007
theme)



Plans for the Fall Popcorn Sale
Have Begun

Key Dates:
October 6 Blitz Start Date
October 31 Sale Ends
November 1 Orders due
November 16-17 Distribution
December roundtables – “Check Trade”

We are excited to announce the dates for the Fall Popcorn Sale.
The product mix will have familiar products and few new ones.

Blitz Day is the unit’s kickoff. Youth and adults will meet at the
unit’s location, go over the rules of safety, sale dates, prizes, incen-
tives, and practice sales techniques.

Units last fall found they sold nearly half of the product on Blitz
Day. The Scouts set a goal for their sales and were half their way to
goal with 3 weeks left to sell.

The best part of the popcorn sale is that a unit can earn enough
money to fund the whole year’s program with the fall sale. Many unit’s
pay for camping fees, membership fees, Boys’ Life magazine, weekly
program materials, and still have money left over for more.
Dream BIG, set goals and your unit can be one that fully funds your
program through the Fall Popcorn Sale.

Units will want to set their Fall Recruiting plans for early
September so that all new members will be ready to participate in the
Fall Sale. Talk to your district membership committee or professional
about setting your Join Scouting Night as close to the start of school
as possible.

Eagle Scout Notes
Eagle Scout Applications

All Eagle Scout applications should be completely checked over
by the Scoutmaster (or designee) before submission to the council
service center to ensure at all information is complete and correct.
Special notice should be taken with items 6 and 19 under Requirement
3. The incorrect item(s) must be crossed out.

Completed Applications
Only the completed application, unopened reference letters,

statement of ambition (Requirement 6. on the application), and
completed project book (with all required signatures and dates) should
be sent to the council office for approval. Please do not send note-
books.

TRUSTWORTHY     LOYAL     HELPFUL     FRIENDLY     COURTEOUS     KIND

words to live by
OBEDIENT       CHEERFUL       THRIFTY       BRAVE       CLEAN        REVERENT

53rd Blackhawk
Area Regatta

The 53rd Annual Blackhawk Area Regatta is on the horizon,
hosted by the Alumni Association of Sea Scout Ship Legionaire #508
and the Wanchanagi District.

The day’s activities will kick off at Levings Lake in Rockford
with registration at 9:00 a.m. and events commencing at 10:00.

This is a full day of activity, lunch is on you, but we provide
dinner and conclude with a DJ and an evening of dancing at the
Northwest Suburban Fire Station on North Central Avenue.

If your unit would like a information packet please contact Andy
Murray at 397-0210, ext. 104.

Camp Lowden News
If you have not already done so, be sure to get your copy of the

newly-revised Camp Lowden history, the Living Legends of Camp
Lowden. The order form is available on the camp Web site.  For more
information contact Steve Sarver at 815-751-5186 or at
webmaster@camplowden.org .

For our July Web site “feature of the month” we reflect back on
a building from Camp Lowden’s past…the “H” Building.  Did you
know that this building was located where the Dining Hall is today?
Although short-lived, it has a fascinating history. Check out our Web
site at www.camplowden.org.

Camp Lowden Staff Reunion
Saturday, September 1, 2007

So far we have had a tremendous response to the upcoming Camp
Lowden Staff Reunion, scheduled for Saturday, September 1, 2007.
Those who are on our mailing list will receive information and an
invitation in the mail (sometime in July).

Please note that the reunion is not an “invitation only” event and
it is open to all staff members, past and present, as well as family and
friends. Check out the list of names on our mailing list at
www.camplowden.org/reunion. If your name is on it, please contact us
so that we can add you. If you have contact information for staffers
who are not on the list (or who are on our “lost staffer list,” please let
us know that  as wel l .  Our e-mai l  address is
webmaster@camplowden.org or contact Steve Sarver at 815-751-5186.

If you are interested in being part of the reunion committee,
coordinate activities, or willing to help out in any way, please contact
us. We will need help in areas such as cooking, cleanup, set up,
campfire, etc.

See you on September 1st!



Risk Management Reminders
With the coming of spring and summer, more Scouts and adults

will be involved in outdoor and camping activities. The Council Risk
Management Committee has a few things they would like you to keep
in mind. This also will apply to any time of year.
1. Have a permission slip on every youth member who does not have

a parent participating in the activity. This keeps the parents
informed on where the den or unit is going, time of departure and
arrival back home, and gives the leader a parent contact number
in case of an emergency.

2. Have medical information on every member of the unit. Sources
for medical information are the Class 1 Personal Health History
on the back of the BSA youth registration forms, day camp health
form, Cub Scout summer camp health form, Boy Scout summer
camp health and medical record form, school physical, athletic
physical, work physical. Knowing the health and physical
condition of every member is important to preventing injury.
Remember to keep this information in a safe place.

3. Have a recent photo, within 6 to 12 months, for every member.
Just in case someone gets lost, the people searching will know
what the person looks like.

4. Know first aid and have a first aid kit. Be Prepared.
5. Know CPR.
6. Make sure that the participants have the knowledge and skills that

are needed for the activity - boating, canoeing, swimming,
climbing, rappelling, etc.

7. When traveling by car, remember “THE RISK ZONE” principals.
• Always use seat belts.
• Turn your headlights on for safety.
• Don’t drive when you are fatigued.
• Load, hitch, and tow trailers correctly.
• Avoid night driving.
• Check vehicle for good mechanical condition - horn, tires,

brakes, windshield wipers, all lights, turn signals, clean
windshield and windows, make sure there are no fluid leaks.

8. Turn in the appropriate tour permit to the council service center
for the activity the den or unit will be doing - Annual Tour Permit,
Local Tour Permit, or National Tour Permit.

The Council Risk Management Committee wants everyone to
have a fun and exciting and SAFE time in Scouting.

Red Cross
Wilderness First Aid

September 7,  8, and 9 

Registration begins at 6:00 p.m. on Friday and sessions will start
at 7:00 Friday, and continue throughout Saturday, and should wrap up
at 4:00 Sunday.

Location – Camp Lowden (tentative)

This course is the basic wilderness first aid that all Scouters and
youth leaders need to prepare and ready them for youth-based activities
in the wilderness. The course content is extensive and, along with the
classroom sessions, there will be hands-on training as well.

The course is open to all Scouters. Do not hesitate to sign up for
this course. The course size is limited. Participants must attend all the
sessions of this course so check your calendars closely.

The cost of course is $185 plus any applicable camping fees.
Training materials, supplies, and meals will be furnished. Do not
hesitate. BSA requirements are changing for  Wilderness First Aid
training.

This will the last time this year that this course is offered. Sign up
and pay your registration at the Rock River Chapter American Red
Cross or contact Rod Mathias for additional information.

Rod Mathias
(H) 815-239-2354
(W) 815-226-2146

(E-mail) rodney.mathias@hs.utc.com

Order of the Arrow 2007
Callout and Ordeal Dates

If your troop has Scouts and an adult leader who have been
selected to the Order of the Arrow in 2007, they will have 13 opportu-
nities to be called-out and complete the Ordeal this summer. Candi-
dates must complete the Ordeal within one year of the date of their
selection. 

          Canyon Camp           Camp Lowden
     Call Out Ordeal Call Out Ordeal

Week 1 June 20 June 21 June 20 June 21
Week 2 June 27 June 28 June 27 June 28
Week 3 July 4 July 5 July 4 July 5
Week 4 July 11 July 12 July 11 July 12
Week 5 July 18 July 19 July 18 July 19
Week 6 July 25 July 26  xxxx   xxxx

Fall Conclave – August 17-19, Canyon Camp



OA Callout and Ordeal
Guidelines at Canyon Camp
or Camp Lowden for Troops

Camping Out of Council
Call the camp your troop will want to attend for the Ordeal

Ceremony, Canyon Camp at 815-492-2175, or Camp Lowden at
815-732-6674, at least two weeks before the week you wish to have
new OA candidates called out (which is on Wednesday evening).

Important Notice:  You must call either camp to make sure that there
is space available to have your candidates called out and to participate
in the Ordeal. There is a limit to the number of candidates who can be
served for the Ordeal. Please be courteous and register. 

Candidates can be called out at summer camp and participate in
the Conclave on August 17-18 at Canyon Camp.

1. Information Needed:
a. The number of people to be called out, and a list of their

names, (they must be checked against OA Lodge list). This
is critical for Thursday meal planning and to have proper OA
supplies.

b. The date your candidates will be at camp.
2. Be sure everyone (youth or adult) who is to be called out:

a. Brings a completed and signed Boy Scout Personal Health
and Medical Record. No exceptions.

b. Brings $40.00 to cover meals, insurance, Lodge dues and
pocket flap, OA Handbook and sash.

c. Brings appropriate equipment and clothing in a pack or
duffel bag:
• Uniform for callout and Thursday dinner and final

ceremony
• Work clothes for sleeping out and work on Thursday
• Sleeping bag and ground pad
• Poncho for cover
• Rain gear
• Toilet kit and towel
• Medications necessary for the duration

3. Arrive no later than 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday
a. Check in at the camp office and pay fees
b. Do medical recheck

4. Departure is approximately 10:00 p.m. on Thursday

Memorials
The council wishes to thank the following people who have made

contributions to the memorials and tributes fund.

In memory of
Zane Ryan
To the Endowment Fund

Christine Ryan
Gary and Terrie Miller
Andrew and Retha Elston
David and Patricia Twining
Renee Lawrenz
Dennis and Rose Moss
Kelli Walker
William and Carolyn Clifton

Richard Bahr
To the Spirit of Canyon Camp Scholarship Fund

Ron Spielman

Fred Mercer
To the Walneck Camp Fund

Chuck and Judi Walneck

Memorials Establish
Two James E. West Fellowships

Blackhawk Area Council is honored to be the beneficiary of
memorial gifts that resulted in the establishment of two James E. West
Fellowships in memory of Joe Schofield and Zane Ryan.

In both instances, friends and relatives came together with
memorial gifts that totaled in excess of $1,000.

Joe Schofield was Scoutmaster of Troop 28 in Rock City, Illinois,
during the 1950s and 1960s. Joe was blind but that did not hinder his
program. Many of Joe’s Eagle Scouts believe he helped make them
what they are today. Their gifts have been added to the Canyon Camp
Endowment Fund.

Like Joe, Zane Ryan was an Eagle Scout. Zane was a member of
Troop 72 in Sterling. Zane was a senior in high school was passed
away following a short illness. His Fellowship has been added to the
“Trustworthy Fund.”

A James E. West Fellowship represents a $1,000 or more cash gift
to the council’s endowment fund. The annual earnings help support the
council services to individual Scouts and their families.

If you are interested in learning more about a West Fellowship or
other aspects of estate planning, contact Wayne Brooks at 815-397-
0210 for details.



“Your Retirement Can
Be a Gift to Scouting”

If you are like most individuals, you have given some thought to
what you will do for retirement income. A lot of thought. And again,
like most individuals, you probably haven’t thought about making a
large gift to Scouting and generating retirement income at the same
time. But you can!

A BSA retirement trust—a form of the popular charitable
unitrust—can be created easily with cash, stocks, bonds, or land that
you already own. You place the property into the trust and receive
income and tax deductions usually based on the full fair market value
of the property. If your gift was appreciated property, you also avoid
capital gains tax. You decide who receives the income, and how long
the trust will last. When the trust ends, your local council receives the
trust property.

Of course, these trusts aren’t limited to retirement income. They
can be created at any time, for any reason. Contact Wayne Brooks at
the council service center, 815-397-0210, ext. 112, for more informa-
tion about the BSA retirement trust, and about how you, your family,
and your local council will all benefit. You’ll see that these income
trusts are a real gift to retirement planning.

“Why Review Your Will?”
What if you bought a new car and then never cleaned or repaired

it? Or what if you built a new house but never repainted it? You would
own a car and a house that, in some ways, resembled a will that was
never updated.

Having any kind of a will is better than not having one at all. But
updating your will gives the maximum protection to you, your family,
and the organizations that you support. As you add to your estate, as
your marital and family situation changes, if you move to another state,
when tax law changes, and as your preferences and charitable interests
change, you will need to update your will.

Contact Wayne Brooks at the council service center (815-397-
0210, ext. 112) for more information on wills, bequests, and how you
can best provide for Scouting by updating your will. With a small
amount of work, it can be good as new again.

2007 FOS Campaign
Pledges Near 80% of Goal

The 2007 Friends of Scouting campaign continues to progress
towards its $433,000 pledge goal. Through June 8, the campaign was
near 80 percent with total pledges of $343,256.

Most districts are ahead of last year. Led by Sycamore District at
91.5%, each district anticipates being ahead of last year by month end.

Under the leadership of Janice James, Sycamore has a tremendous
chance to achieve its pledge goal by June 30. Janice needs less than
$14,000 to reach goal.

June 8 totals stood at
Pledges Goal

   Sycamore $149,905 $163,900
   Wanchanagi 89,665 122,000
   White Eagle 51,242 66,300
   Wetassa 16,829 28,200
   Arrowhead 23,434 32,100
   Scoutreach 4,271 12,500
   Ranger      7,910     35,000

Totals $343,256 $433,000



Sycamore District
Serving McHenry County in Illinois
Web Site: www.sycamorebsa.com

District
Directory

District Chairman:
Dan Banko

District Commissioner:
Matt Rogers  
815-385-6378

District Executive:
Matt Ohms
815-653-2063

Save Your
Scouting

 Magazines!

Susann Jones would like
to help get the word out about
the Scouting program by drop-
ping off your old Scouting
magazines to hospitals, doc-
tor’s offices, dentist’s offices
and more. Bring your maga-
zines to her at roundtable or
call her at 815-568-8775 for
more information.

Sycamore District Calendar

June

24-30 Week 2, Boy Scout Summer Camp
26-29 Bear Cub Scout Day Camp
27 Youth Protection Training, Prince of Peace

Church, Crystal Lake, 7-9 p.m.
28 Blackhawk Area Regatta

July

10 Courier deadline, noon
23-26 4th Grade Webelos Scout day camp
30-Aug. 3 5th Grade Webelos Scout day camp

August

2 District Committee meeting
4 Tiger Cub day camp
7 Internet Courier deadline
7 District Commissioner staff meeting
9 Roundtable
18 Public Safety Day

Outing in Scouting

This summer we have a lot of camping opportu-
nities. Many of our troops and crews are taking High
Adventure trips to Philmont, Northern Tier, or
locations. Cub Scouts have day camps.

The question to ask is whether your unit is
helping to put the “outing” in “Scouting”? Now is the
best time of year to take advantage of all the camping
opportunities offered by the council. We have week-
long summer camp opportunities for Boy Scouts and
Venturers at Canyon Camp and Camp Lowden. We
also have Family Camping opportunities for Cub
Scout families (the whole family is invited) at Camp
Lowden.

In addition there are overnight camping oppor-
tunities at Camp Lowden and Canyon Camp for
Webelos Scouts and Wolf and Bear Cub Scouts.

Packs, remember to get your new Tiger Cubs
registered for Tiger Cub Day Camp. Registrations
are due by July 17.

Fall Camporee

“Scouting ... The Beginning” is the theme for
this year’s camporee to be held at Camp Lowden
October 12-14. The theme recognizes the centenary
of the Scouting movement started in England in
1907.

The cost per troop is $15 prior to September 13,
or $25 if paid after that date. The cost per Scout or
Scouter is $11 (a $1 discount is offered for each
registrant who brings a food donation.).

Registration forms will be distributed at round-
table and will soon be available on the Sycamore
District Web site.

If you are interested in assisting with the plan-
ning or operation of the camporee, contact Fareen
Parkitney at 815-385-5052, Eve at 815-276-3980, or
Larry at 815-482-9699.

“Extreme Pinewood II”

Save the date – September 9. Details and regis-
tration forms will be available in August for this
event.



Wanchanagi District
Serving Boone and Winnebago Counties in Illinois

Web Site: www.wanchanagi.org

District
Directory

District Chairman:
Jim Behrensmeyer,
815-395-0912

District Commissioner:
Jerry Coots,
815-335-1610

Senior District Executive:
Andy Murray
815-397-0210
   ext. 104

District Web Site

Web site comments, sug-
gestions, requests for assis-
tance can be directed to
webmaster@wanchanagi.org

or
rwschuchard@gmail.com.

District Calendar

July

1 U. S. Flag retirement ceremony
10 Courier deadline, noon
17-20 Western Winnebago day camp
28 Blackhawk Area Regatta
30-31, Aug. 2-3 Alpine day camp

August

2 District Commissioner meeting
7 Internet Courier deadline, noon
7 District Commissioner meeting
9 OA Chapter meeting
9 Roundtable – roundup training
16 Roundup training
21 Roundup training

Tiger Cub Days at Day Camp

Friday will be a Tiger Cub Day at each of the
Wanchanagi District’s Cub Scout day camps.  The
cost is only $10.00 and includes a T-shirt, patch, and
a lot of great activities for Tiger Cubs and their adult
partners.

Sign up now for this summer’s Cub Scout day
camps:
July 10-13 Rockford Twilight Camp

Alpine Park
July 16-19 Pecatonica - Winnebago County

Fairgrounds
July 24-27 Machesney Park - Kieselberg Park
July 30-31 & 2-3   Rockford - Alpine Park

Blackhawk Area
Regatta

The 53rd Annual Blackhawk Area Regatta is on
the horizon, hosted by the Alumni Association of Sea
Scout Ship Legionaire #508 and the Wanchanagi
District.

The day’s activities will kick off at Levings
Lake in Rockford with registration at 9:00 a.m. and
events commencing at 10:00.

This is a full day of activity, lunch is on you, but
we provide dinner and conclude with a DJ and an
evening of dancing at the Northwest Suburban Fire
Station on North Central Avenue.

If your unit would like a information packet
please contact Andy Murray at 397-0210, ext. 104.

Wanchanagi District
Community Pinewood

Derby

Attention Scouters! Coming on October 28,
2007, the Wanchanagi District will be holding their
Third Annual Community Pinewood Derby. This
event challenges our local businesses, non-profit
organizations, and even individuals to build and race
a pinewood derby car in this unique community
event.

The event will be held on October 28 starting at
1 p.m. at the Forest Hills Lodge (adjacent to the
Rockford Speedway) in Loves Park. In addition to
the race, we will have several event stations for
children, a Scout-o-rama experience, a silent auction,
and more in the planning. Check out
www.race4scouting.org for more information about
the event.

How would you like to earn some extra money
for your unit account at the council service center?
We need your help to recruit new racers for this event
and – new in 2007 – a unit recruiter program has
been added. If your unit can help secure race partici-
pants, you will receive the following:
• Recruit one Car Sponsor (Sponsor Cost: $200)

receive $20.00.
• Recruit one Track Sponsor (Sponsor Cost:

$500.00) receive $30.00
• Recruit one Race Sponsor (Sponsor

Cost:$750.00) receive $50.00
• Recruit one Series Sponsor (Sponsor Cost:

$1,500) receive $100.00

For information about what these sponsors
receive for their participation, check out
http://www.race4scouting.org and select the “Spon-
sor a Car” link, e-mail Mark Rauschenberger at

Mark.Rberger@Race4Scouting.org,
or call 815-332-4465.

So plan to visit the derby on October 28 and
cheer on our drivers as they Race for Scouting!

Sponsor: Rockford Speedway



Wanchanagi District (continued)

From Andy’s Desk

The following poem expresses for me the reasons we work so
hard in the Scouting movement to recruit and retain as many good
Scouting leaders as we possibly can.

The youth in our programs sought us out because of the need for
strong adult role models and because they instinctively know that we
are there to guide them and to assist them in growing into independent,
caring adults.

Your leadership and guidance of our youth is perhaps your
greatest gift in life.

Thank you
Andy

The Bridge Builder

An old man going down a lonely highway,
Came, in the evening cold and grey,
To a chasm, vast, deep and wide.

The old man crossed in the twilight dim,
The sullen stream meant nothing to him.
But he stopped when safe on the other side
And built a bridge to span the tide.

“Old man,” said a fellow traveler near,
“You are wasting your time building here;
Your journey will end with the coming day.
You never again will pass this way.
You’ve crossed this chasm deep and wide
Why build this bridge at evening tide?”

The builder lifted his old grey head;
“Good friend, along the path I have come,” he said,
“There follows after me today
A youth whose feet must pass this way.
This chasm which meant nothing to me
To that fair-haired youth might a pitfall be.
He, too, must crossing the twilight dim,
Good friend, I am building this bridge for him.”



White Eagle District
Serving Whiteside, Lee, and Ogle Counties in Illinois
Web Site: www.blackhawkscouting.org/whiteeagle

District
Directory

District Chairman:
   Jim Pepper
   (H) 815-284-6237
District Commissioner:
   Carol Conderman
   815-234-4620
District Executive:
   Lee Kraut, 297-8247
   l.kraut@insightbb.com

District
Committee 

Positions Open

We still have several po-
sitions on the district commit-
tee that are open. If you know
anyone who would like to
have fun at another level in the
Scouting program, contact Lee
Kraut or Jim Pepper with a
name and we would be happy
to talk to them.

Being a commissioner
means being a resource for
others, and this is a very re-
warding position. Think about
it.

Promoting Better
Communication

My phone number is 815-
297-8247. My e-mail address
is l.kraut@insightbb.com 

To promote better com-
munication in the district, if
you have a current list of the
contact information for leaders
in your unit, please provide me
with their names, phone num-
bers, and e-mails, and we will
try to compile a master list.

Would anyone like to
help me with this?

Calendar Updates

July
10 Courier deadline, noon
16 Morrison day camp walk through
17-20 Morrison Cub Scout day camp
20-21 Webelos Scout overnight

August

2 Pack-Troop roundup orientation
6 Lowden Cub Scout day camp walk through
7 Internet Courier deadline, noon
7-8 Lowden day camp for Tiger Cubs, Wolf and

Bear Cub Scouts
9-10 Lowden Webelos Scout day camp
10-11 Webelos Scout overnight
16 OA Chapter meeting

September

6 District Committee meeting, St. Paul Lutheran
Church, Dixon, 7:30 p.m.

6 District Commissioner meeting, same location
as the district committee meeting, 6:30 p.m.

13 Roundtable, St. Paul Lutheran Church, Dixon,
7:00 p.m.

15 New Leader Essentials
15 Cub Scout Leader Specific Training
17 New Leader Essentials
18 Cub Scout Leader Specific Training
20 OA Chapter Meeting

Friends of Scouting

We are going to be doing some call nights yet
this spring to complete the campaign and could use
all of the help that we can get. If you can help, give
Lee Kraut a call for the time and place.

Day Camp Sign up

Ted Lamb is the day camp director this year for
both Morrison and Lowden day camps. Be sure to
sign up as soon as you can. It helps with the planning
of the program.

Ask Ted about the program at either camp. The
dates for the camps are in the brochure and in the
calendar. Ted has also created a Web site,
www.whiteeagledaycamp.com. Check out the Web
site to see what is happening, and you can get all of
the forms that you need there.

Program Planning

The June roundtable was once again our district
Program Kick-off. Now is the time to be setting up
your program for the new upcoming year. If you
would like some help with that, contact your unit
commissioner or Lee Kraut. They would be happy to
help you with that.

This is also the time to be getting those new
parents involved. See what activities or positions that
they would like to be running or doing. Get the Fall
recruiting coordinator recruited right now so that they
can get the training in August.

Boy Scout Recruiting

There are still a number of boys out there who
would love to be asked to join a troop. Why not have
a troop open house or a cook out and invite any boys
in your schools who aren’t involved to find out more
about Boy Scouting?

Have you called all of the boys who dropped out
to ask them to come back yet? Have you used the My
Best Friend Is a Scout materials yet?

Venturing Crews

This is a super way to involve high school boys
and girls in high adventure. Venturing is designed
specifically for older youth. Venturing is full of
excitement and leadership  opportunities.

Speak to Lee about getting your own crew
started. (Crews do not need to be affiliated with a
troop). We are starting a number of crews that will
have some hobby interests. Boys can belong to both
a troop and as many Venturing crews as they would
like to join for only one registration fee.

If you have an ideas for a crew, talk to Lee
Kraut and let’s get it organized.

Boy Scout Camp 

Congratulations to the district. We only have
one troop that has not signed up for either Camp
Lowden or Canyon Camp as of this date. Remember,
any new Scouts, that is boys who have just crossed
over or joined your troop, can still go to camp at the
lower fee. Boys join Scouting to go camping, be
sure that you are planning to give them this expe-
rience. Are all of your boys signed up yet?



Cordova Dragway Registration Form
Deadline July 7, 2007

Pack Troop Crew  # ______________
Leader ______________________________________________
Phone ______________________________________________
# of Scouts (free) ___________
# of Leaders (free)_____________
# of adults ______  @ $5.00 each = $ __________
# of children  @ $3.00 each = $ __________

Total $ __________

We will be camping (circle) Fri. Sat. Both

Make checks payable to Cordova Dragway Park or CDP
Send to Scout Day at the Races, Laura Gardner, Cordova Dragway
Park, 19425 Ill Rte. 84 N., Cordova IL 61242.

White Eagle District – continued

Scout Day at Cordova Dragway
July 21, 2007

Activities
Weekend of the Juniorfest of Drag Racing
Camping available Friday through Sunday for no charge
Friday. Test and Tune racing starts at 6:00 p.m.
Scouts lead flag ceremony Saturday before racing begins at about 1:00
p.m. (bring your official uniform)
Dragster Demos provided on Saturday
Hot Wheels drag race available Saturday (bring your own or buy one
at the track for $1.00)
Water Wars Saturday night (bring your filled up water canons, water
balloons, etc. and swim suit or dry clothes)
Non-denominational church service provided Sunday morning

Admission
Free admission for all Scouts, crews, and leaders
$5.00 for other adults
$3.00 for children
Children under 5 are free

Food
Concessions are available.

If you are camping and plan on cooking your meals by fire, you must
use a fire ring; fire rings are available at the track.
Delicious buffet available Saturday evening in the café.
Breakfast served in the café Saturday and Sunday morning.

Extras
Restrooms and showers are available. Firewood available

Time
July 21 – gates open at 8:00 am, racing begins at 9:00 am activities are
throughout the day and evening, and you may join us at any time.

Contact: Chris Ekquist 815-626-0848
Or  Laura Gardner, Cordova Dragway Park, 19425 Il Rte. 84 N.
Cordova, IL 61242, Ph.: 309-654-2110

Registration deadline July 7, 2007

Order of the Arrow

Chapter meetings have been held at the Nash Center in Oregon on
the third Thursday of the month starting at 7:00 p.m. Your troop
representative should be attending those meetings. Try to get him
there.

If you have not paid your dues this year you should not be
wearing the lodge patch. Pay your dues today.

Scouting Around

It looks like we will be starting some new Venturing crews this
summer. One of them is going to be affiliated with a high school in our
district as an outdoor adventure club. If you think that this is a good
idea for the high school in your community, let’s get together and talk
about how to go about doing this.

With the number of school referendums that failed this last spring,
this may be a way to expand the programs at the schools into some-
thing that they have not done before to replace some of the programs
that are going to be cut.

We still could use some help on the district committee. We have
a number of openings that need to be filled. Give me the name of an
individual who you think might be an asset, and I will give them a call.

Every boy or girl that we get into the program is going to be
exposed to the positive values that all parents want their children to
have.

Thanks for all that you do.
Lee



Wetassa District
Serving Stephenson, Jo Daviess, and Carroll Counties in Illinois

Web Site: www.wetassa.org

District
Directory

District Chairman:
  Gene Nott 
     815-235-4575
District Commissioner:
  Tom Veysey
     815-858-3785
District Executive:
  Cheyann Thunberg
     815-232-8867

.

Wetassa District Calendar

June

28 Blackhawk Area Regatta

July

10 Courier deadline, noon
17-20 Cub Scout Day Camp, Freeport

August

1 District Commissioner meeting
1 District Committee meeting
7 Internet Courier deadline, noon
8 Roundtable

Courier

Go to  the counc i l  Web s i te
www.blackhawkscouting.org to sign-up to receive
the online Courier and other Scout updates.

Wetassa Web Site

The Wetassa Web site is there for the conve-
nience of the district. The site is most effective when
it has the latest information available. We need
everyone’s help in getting that most important infor-
mation to the Webmaster in a timely manner. Infor-
mation on events both upcoming and completed is
fine.

If you have photos, send along a few really good
ones. Tell us about your successes. Finally if you are
not making use of the site please do so. It is available
at www.wetassa.org.

You can send information to
webmaster@wetassa.org.

Thanks for your support.



Arrowhead District
Serving Grant, Lafayette, and Green Counties in Wisconsin

and part of Jo Daviess County in Illinois
Web site: www.arrowheadbsa.org.

District
Directory

District Chairman:
Dan Bestul
608-328-8055

District Commissioner:
Nichole Mezerra
 608-723-4549

District Executive
Sheri Baird
608-527-5068
sabaird@tds.net

Arrowhead District Calendar

June

25-28 Cub Scout Day Camp, Lancaster
28 Blackhawk Area Regatta

July

10 Courier deadline, noon

August

1 District Commissioners meeting
1 Roundtable
7 Internet Courier deadline, noon
7-9 Monroe Day Camp
8 District Committee meeting

Want More Out of Scouting?

Want to get involved at the district level in
Scouting or know of someone who might want to get
involved? Arrowhead is currently in need of an
advancement chairman. This position reviews the
monthly report that council puts out on advancements
to make sure each unit has Scouts advancing, main-
tains the merit badge counselors list, and attends
monthly district meetings or forwards any advance-
ment comments to the district meeting.

If this position might interest you, contact Sheri
Baird at 608-527-5068 or sabaird@tds.net.

Don’t Miss Out on
Day Camp Fun!

This year’s theme will be “American Tales.”
Day camp presentations are being done at all the pack
meetings. If you need to schedule a presentation,
contact Vicki or Sheri. So mark your calendars now!
No Scout should miss out on the fun.

Parents – don’t miss out on the fun, either.
There are still plenty of openings for camp staff. If
you think you would like to help, please call Vicki or
Sheri.

Monroe/Green County Fair Grounds
August 7-9
Contact: Sheri Baird at 608-527-5068 or
sabaird@tds.net

“American Tales”
Cub Scout Day Camp

Once again it is time to start planning your week
of outdoor fun in the sun at our 2007 Cub Scout day
camp. Join us for “American Tales.” There will be
lots of fun, games, crafts, and activities for Cub
Scouts to enjoy to help with advancement.

The fee is now $40.00 This includes a T-shirt
and a patch. The Cub Scouts will be divided into
groups determined by their rank. Each group partici-
pates in a daily rotation of games, BB guns, archery,
crafts, nature, Scout skills, and camp skills.
Games – Cub Scouts will join in the fun by working
as a team member playing new and old games.
BB Guns – A favorite of all Cub Scouts. Gun safety
during shooting is stressed in this area.
Archery  – Cub Scouts use recurve bows and arrows.
Safety is stressed in archery.
Crafts – Cub Scouts will create special projects that
they can enjoy for years to come.
Nature – Activities involve the world outside.
Scout Skills – Outdoor cooking and other skills will
be done.
Camp Skills – Learn to fold the flag and learn skits
and songs.



Fall Camporee 2007

District _______________    Troop # ________
Estimated # of Youth ________________ 
Estimated # of Adults _______________
Contact ____________________________________________
Phone _____________________________________________
E-mail _____________________________________________

Mail to Rick Knutson, 711 West Elm, Lancaster WI 53813 by June
1.

Wetassa District (continued)

Don’t Miss This One!
Fall Camporee - October 19-21

If you missed the last camporee, that’s too bad, but don’t miss this
year’s camporee. It will be at the most northern part of Arrowhead
District as possible – Wyalusing State Park. This camporee promises
to beat all camporees.

So mark your calendars for October 19-21 For planning purposes,
reserve a spot today for the camporee. If you would like to be involved
in the planning of the camporee, contact Rick Knutson.

When:  Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, October 19-21
Where: Wyalusing State Park, Wisconsin
To Reserve a Spot: Complete the following form and mail or e-mail

the information to Rick Knutson by June 1, 2007.

Contact: Rick Knutson, 711 West Elm, Lancaster WI 53813. Phone:
608-723-6549
E-mail: knutson1@tds.net



Ranger District
Serving Exploring and Learning for Life in Winnebago, Boone, and McHenry Counties in Illinois

Ranger Web site: www.blackhawkscouting.org/ranger
Learning for Life Web site: www.learningforlife.org  

District
Directory

District Chairman
Jef Heckinger

Service Team Chairman
Ray Ignacio

District Executive
Tom Brooks
815-397-0210,
ext. 113

Send News and
 Photos About

 Your Post

Trips, superactivities,
service projects, new
members … share it all
with your fellow posts.

Contact Thomas J.
Brooks, Learning for Life
executive, Blackhawk
Area Council, 1800
Seventh Ave., P.O. Box
4085, Rockford IL
61110. 815-397-0210,
ext. 113, or
tobrooks@lflmail.org.

National
Web Site News

G o  e x p l o r e
www.learningforlife.org. Find
Adult Leader Guides, Youth
Leader Guides. Career Post
Guides by Industry, Clip Art,
Awards, Scholarships and
much more.

2007 National Mock Trial Competition
Downtown Chicago, Illinois
  July 25 through 29, 2007
Registration Fees are $375

For all Law and Government Explorer Posts

The skyline of Downtown Chicago will serve as the site of the 2007 National Mock Trial Competition.
The date is set for July 25- 29, 2007. The fee is $375 which covers housing, meals, competition costs and other
activities. Jim Dunn, chairman of this year’s event, promises a great event that will be highlighted by a visit
to the “Windy City” at its best.

The Chicago Bar Association is hosting this year’s event where all competitive rounds will be staged.
Housing will be in the University Center that provides dorms for several downtown universities.

Posts – make your plans now to participate in this outstanding event and experience the excitement that
this competition brings. You will put into practice the skills you need to succeed in the world of Law in today’s
judicial system, plus make friends that will last a lifetime.

Plans are underway, which includes attendance at a major league baseball game, the evening meal each
night in town, and visits to some of the highlights of Chicago. Download the application and submit it by
March 31 along with the deposit to be included. For more information contact Cliff Takawana at 972-580-2437
or ctakawan@lflmail.org. 

Go to our Web site for the application and more details.
www.learningforlife.org/exploring/lawandgovt


